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Readers/Writers Workshop Quarterly Planning Guide 
Unit Overview:   Students will examine complex issues (Health Care, Foreign Policy, Immigration, etc.) and analyze how different authors, directors, commentators, 

correspondents, etc. contribute to the National/International discourse on the topic.  Possible approaches: Socratic Seminar, debates, presentations, editorials, multi-media, 
compare/contrast 

Theme Essential Question: 
How might an individual effectively advocate for 
his/her perspective when it is in the minority?  
 

Reading/Writing Process Essential 
Question(s): 
How do readers consider the perspective of the 
author and audience when making meaning of 
the overarching discourse of the text? 
 
How does a writer/speaker make a compelling 
and ethical argument? 
 

Overall Student Learning Goal: 
Students will be able to analyze how proponents 
of a specific perspective advocate for their 
position. 
 
Students will use appropriate rhetoric in order to 
persuade their audience and support the 
purpose. 
 
Students will effectively synthesize information 
from a variety of multi-media sources (written, 
interview, documentary, etc) 
 

Common Reading/Writing Performance Task: 
After reading “The Cost Conundrum: Heath Care Costs in McAllen, 
Texas,” analyze the argument and evaluate how it contributes to the 
current debate concerning health care costs. Write a clear, organized 
response that integrates multiple sources and draws a conclusion 
based on synthesizing information. Advance your position by providing 
examples from your research that support your thesis. 
 
(Supports may include, but are not limited to: news interviews, 
editorials, articles, political debates, documentaries, etc…) 
 

Critical Language 
Functional Language: 
Proposition/Support                  Elaborate 
Analyze/Explain                          Synthesize 
 

Grammatical Forms: 
Syntax/Semantics structures 
Transitional phrases 
 

Critical Literacy Skills:  
Sequencing events                 Claims and Evidence         
Use/analysis of Rhetoric       Evaluating Arguments 
Manipulating style/techniques for a 
specificpurpose/audience 
 
Vocabulary:  Perspectives, ethical, argument, 
rhetoric 
 
 

Possible Texts/Support: 
*Texts and text excerpts should be selected as appropriate to respond to the need of the students in class and reflect 
essential questions. 

 
 
Common Core State Standards Appendix A – The Standards’ Approach to Text Complexity 
Common Core State Standards Appendix B – Text Exemplars and Sample Performance Tasks 
Common Core State Standards Appendix C – Samples of Student Writing 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_C.pdf
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Readers/Writers Workshop Quarterly Progression 

Close Reading  
(approx. timeline – 3 weeks) 

Reading Like a Writer 
 (approx. timeline – 3 weeks) 

Writing 
 (approx. timeline – 3 weeks) 

Standards addressed:  2.2.a, 2.2.b, 2.2.d, 4.1.c, 

4.1.e 
(Click links to access articulated standards on  

Grade 12 Pacing & Planning Guide) 
 
Learning Objectives: 
LO#1: Students will be able to identify an author’s 
point of view. 
 
LO#2: Students will be able to evaluate multiple 
sources of information in order to__________. 
 
LO#3: Students will be able to interpret 
____________ text feature. 
 

Standards addressed:  1.2.a, 1.2.b, 1.2.c, 1.2.d, 1.2.e, 

1.2.f, 1.2.g, 4.2.a, 4.2.d 
(Click links to access articulated standards on  

Grade 12 Pacing & Planning Guide) 
 
Learning Objectives 
LO#4: Students will be able to work with peers to 
______________. 
 
LO#5: Students will be able to critique and offer 
suggestions for improving __________________. 
 
LO#6: Students will be able to analyze rhetorical devices 
used in _________________. 

Standards addressed:  1.1.a, 1.1b, 1.1.c, 1.1.d, 3.2.a, 

3.2.b, 3.2.c, 3.2.f, 3.2.g 
(Click links to access articulated standards on  

Grade 12 Pacing & Planning Guide) 
 
Learning Objectives:  
LO#7: Students will be able to articulate a position through 
the use of _______________. 
 
LO#8: Students will be able to select appropriate and 
relevant information to set context. 
 
LO#9: Students will be able to support judgments with 
substantial evidence and purposeful elaboration. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APS Readers/Writers Workshop Teaching & Learning Constructs and Instructional Approaches 
(Click links to access articulated documents) 

 
                                   Teaching/Learning/Planning Guide                                                           APS Readers/Writers Workshop Instructional Frameworks 
                                   Brian Cambourne’s Conditions of Learning                                                        Conferring                                      Reading Intervention 
                                   APS Secondary Literacy Reading Continuum                                                      Craft Instruction                           Responding to Reading 
                                   APS Secondary Literacy Writing Continuum                                                       Independent Reading                  Shared Reading 
                                   Readers/Writers Workshop Implementation Continuum                                Independent Writing                   Small Group Reading Instruction 
                                   Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy                                                                                   Purposeful Talk                             Writing Demonstration 
                                   *Also see ELAchieve Resource Notebooks (ELD and Constructing Meaning)                                                        Reading Demonstration 
 

 

 

 

Additional learning objectives will be determined by using the Teaching/Learning Cycle and APS 

Reading & Writing Continua to plan instruction in response to the needs of current students. 

https://docs.google.com/a/aurorak12.org/file/d/0B2CJd306gCjybWx6MEJ0VTFlN3c/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/aurorak12.org/file/d/0B2CJd306gCjybWx6MEJ0VTFlN3c/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/aurorak12.org/file/d/0B2CJd306gCjybWx6MEJ0VTFlN3c/edit
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Teaching-Learning-Planning-Guide.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Conditions-ofLearning-Detailed.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Conferring-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Reading-Intervention-Framework.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Secondary-Reading-Continuum.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Craft-Instruction.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Responding-to-Reading-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Secondary-Writing-Continuum.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Independent-Reading-Framework-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Shared-Reading-Framework.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/2011APS-Secondary-Literacy-Readers-Writers-Workshop-Implementation-Continuum.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Independent-Writing-Framework-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Small-Group-Reading-Instruction-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Purposeful-Talk.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Writing-Demonstrations.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Reading-Demonstrations.pdf
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APS Readers/Writers Workshop Teaching & Learning Constructs and Instructional Approaches 
(Click links to access articulated documents) 

 
These are the foundational constructs and frameworks that guide Literacy instruction in APS.  The constructs support teachers in understanding the theoretical underpinnings that 
structure the APS Readers/Writers Workshop model.  The Instructional Frameworks are a series of documents that define, explain, and support the various approaches teachers 
use in Literacy classrooms throughout APS.  The constructs and frameworks facilitate teacher knowledge and help refine expertise in planning differentiated instruction to meet the 
needs of all students as readers and writers.  

 
                                   Teaching/Learning/Planning Guide                                                           APS Readers/Writers Workshop Instructional Frameworks 
                                   Brian Cambourne’s Conditions of Learning                                                        Conferring                                      Reading Intervention 
                                   APS Secondary Literacy Reading Continuum                                                      Craft Instruction                           Responding to Reading 
                                   APS Secondary Literacy Writing Continuum                                                       Independent Reading                  Shared Reading 
                                   Readers/Writers Workshop Implementation Continuum                                Independent Writing                   Small Group Reading Instruction 
                                   Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy                                                                                   Purposeful Talk                             Writing Demonstration 
                                   *Also see ELAchieve Resource Notebooks (ELD and Constructing Meaning)                                                        Reading Demonstration 
 

 

Quarterly Pacing Guides: 
The purpose of the Quarterly Pacing Guides is to align and embed the Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) into grade level quarterly 
instructional units.  The Quarterly Pacing Guides are color coded with red for most critical, blue for critical and black for foundational evidence 
outcomes to support teachers in determining which standards to emphasize based on the long term analysis of frequently assessed 
CSAP/TCAP items.   
 

 
Quarterly Planning Guides: 
The purpose of the Quarterly Planning Guides is to support teachers in unpacking the Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) to plan grade 
level instruction within Readers/Writers Workshop.  The Quarterly Planning Guides should be used in conjunction with the CAS and Quarterly 
Pacing Guides to plan for instruction that meets student needs.  The Quarterly Planning Guides are intended to support a comprehensive and 
logical timeline for meeting the demands of the CAS. 
 

http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Teaching-Learning-Planning-Guide.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Conditions-ofLearning-Detailed.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Conferring-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Reading-Intervention-Framework.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Secondary-Reading-Continuum.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Craft-Instruction.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Responding-to-Reading-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Secondary-Writing-Continuum.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Independent-Reading-Framework-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Shared-Reading-Framework.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/2011APS-Secondary-Literacy-Readers-Writers-Workshop-Implementation-Continuum.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Independent-Writing-Framework-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Small-Group-Reading-Instruction-2011.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Purposeful-Talk.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Writing-Demonstrations.pdf
http://instruction.aurorak12.org/files/2011/06/Reading-Demonstrations.pdf

